Sri Venkateswara Suprabhatam

What is the theme of the Suprabhatam?

There are several themes and sub-themes in the text of
Suprabhatam. It is reflective of the individual as well as the
collective beliefs of the devotees.

It describes the Lord as the Formless Absolute Reality as
well as the Formful, spectacular, benign, favorite, personal God.
The devotee can choose whichever form he is comfortable with
to meditate on the Supreme.

The first section is named Suprabhatam. But the en-
tire prayer is known as Suprabhatam, too. It considers the Lord
as King-emperor with all the royal prerogatives and privileges
of the Ruler.

In fact, it equates Sri Venkatesa with the incarnation of
Rama. The very first verse is from ValmikTs Ramayana wherein
Sage Viswamitra awakens the young Rama, urges Him to be
worthy of his parentage, announces the day-break and instructs
Him to perform His daily spiritual routine. (1.1.)

Thus, Sri Venkatesa is seen as a variant and continuation of
Rama, that is of Vishnu, and is not exempt from going through
the daily spiritual exercises which He has to go through. The
King as Guardian has to be active, free from sloth.

Since the Ramayana is entitled to the same respect as the
Vedas, the Suprabhatam as an elaboration of a single sloka,
awakens the Supreme here on earth, and is entitled to the same
respect as the Ramayana.

Incidentally, Viswamitra establishes the Suprabhatam con-
vention, of awakening the Lord in the morning.

Along with the Lord, His inseparable companion, His spouse
Lakshmi is also urged to get up and assist the Lord in performing
His duties.

The forms of the Lord and His spouse are described in great
detail (1.3,4,13,23). They show the high degree of concentration
the composer has and lead the devotee chanting these verses to
focus on those forms and meditate. Such meditation eventually ^
leads to his emancipation.